STEVEN
SITEK
Bassford Remele
When Steven Sitek imagined his
career path, three letters kept looming large: FBI.
As an undergrad, his passion for
investigation and research led to
dreams of working for the bureau, so
he began taking criminal law classes,
and later enrolled at Hamline University School of Law, to boost his
chances of being chosen for the FBI
academy.
While waiting to hear about his application—the acceptance process
can take years—Sitek began a judicial clerkship in Washington state,
and that led to joining a firm in Seattle. In 2003, he and his wife decided
to return to Minnesota, and he joined
Rider Bennett, then later landed at
Bassford Remele where, he says, it’s
tough to pin down an exact specialty.
He practices in the areas of commercial litigation, property disputes, product liability, toxic tort litigation, and
personal injury. “To have this broad variety keeps the job interesting,” he
said. “For me, it’s better than working
in a narrow area of knowledge.”
One common thread is the love of
investigation that drove his career
from the start. He says, “You can see
why the FBI would want attorneys,
because the skill set is very similar.
You analyze documents and evidence
and you examine data from different
perspectives. So, in many ways, I’m
doing the job that I wanted, just not
in the place where I thought I’d be
when I started.”

The FBI did, eventually, offer Sitek
a chance to attend its academy, but
by then, his wife was seven months
pregnant, and the pair were newly
settled into the Twin Cities and just
getting comfortable. “The timing

couldn’t have been worse,” he said.
“But at least, when someone asks me
to tell them an interesting piece of
trivia about myself, I can say I was
almost in the FBI.”
-Elizabeth Millard
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